
DATES FOR YOUR 

DIARY  

 

    

October 6 th  Thurs  

National Poetry Day  

GCSE Learning eve-

ning 

  

October 12 th  Wed 

Lower school Presen-

tation  

  

October 20 th  Thurs  

Gifted and Talented 

Parents Working 

Group 

PFA Quiz Night  

  

October 21 st  Friday 

SCHOOL CLOSED -  

INSET Day  

  

October 24 th  ð 28 th  

SCHOOL CLOSED 

HALF TERM HOLI-

DAY   

 

November 3 rd Thurs  

Parent/tutor after-

noon/eve  

  

November 8 th  Tues 

Senior Maths Chal-

lenge 

 

November 9th Wed  

Ex Yr 11/12 presen-

tation evening  

 

November 22nd Tues  

Sixth Form Open 

Evening 

 

Message from the Headteacher  
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The Arnewood Newsletter  

 

   

   Welcome back to a new academic year!   
 
You may have already heard about our record breaking results; if not, 
there is a brief summary at the end of this edition.  
 
We have already had much to celebrate this term, with a very success-
ful Year 13 Leavers Presentation Evening and Grandparents Day.  
 
Such is the very busy life at Arnewood we have included some events 
from the end of last year that didnõt quite make our July issue! 
 
Cycle HelmetsñBasic Safety  

 
   Does your child come to school by bicycle?  
 
 We are fully supportive of children cycling to school as long as:  
  

¶ S/he has a cycle permit signed by you  
¶ S/he wears a cycle helmet  
¶ The bicycle is in roadworthy condition, including safe brakes  

 
 From Monday 10th  October, student cyclists attempting to bring a 
bicycle on site in breach of the terms of The Cycle Permit will be re-
fused entry to the school site and directed to take their bicycles 
home.  
  
Thank you for your support in this matter.  

          
 
       
       
      C C Hummerstone 
      Headteacher  
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As part of the Arnewood Schoolõs status as 

an international school, accredited by The 

British Council, each year the school holds 

an international day. In previous years a 

range of topics and countries have been con-

sidered including the likes of Water and Ne-

pal. This year the chosen theme was ôDealing 

with Disasterõ. 

 

On July 15 th  the normal timetable of the 

school was curtailed, along with the uniform 

and students were moved out of their com-

fort zones. Year seven, eight and nine stu-

dents were put into classes of 23 students; 

they then spent the day together and at-

tended four different workshops during the 

day. The workshops were put on by both the 

learning zones within the school and outside 

agencies, including the Red Cross, RLNI and 

Shelter Box, the chosen charity for the day.  

 

The whole day gave the students the chance 

to consider a number of issues concerned 

with dealing with disaster on a world scale, 

such as the workshops put on by Shelter 

Box, where the students had a hands on op-

portunity to see how Shelter Box work as 

well as erecting Shelter tents and learning 

to live in them.  

International Day ð Dealing with Disaster  

In Art the students had to start to think 

about what was really important to them and 

what they would want to take with them if 

their world fell apart. Special praise should 

go to Mrs Gleave and the MFL team for the 

work they did on living in poverty. This in-

cluded students building shelters and then 

being rained on to see if they were water-

proof and having to collect water from a 

great distance away to boil for drinks.  

 

On a national scale the Humanities depart-

ment designed their own ôCobraõ teams to 

deal with and manage a storm and flood 

which hit Bristol! Other learning zones 

within the school gave the students experi-

ences and opportunities which extended 

their understanding.  

 

As the day was a non -uniform day the stu-

dents were asked to bring in £1 in exchange 

for not wearing uniform. This money went to 

the charity Shelter Box, who will be receiv-

ing a cheque for £300.  

 

Whilst the whole day had a very serious 

theme with clear educational targets, the 

day took place in an enjoyable and construc-

tive manner. When asked what they thought 

of the day, a group of year seven students 

asked if it could be repeated every term!  
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Storytelling at Arnewood  

Year 7 students enjoyed a spellbinding session with 

the master storyteller Michael OõLeary at the end of 

term.  It was described as òfunny and interestingó 

with Mr OõLeary being described as òincredibly tal-

entedó and òamazing at telling stories.ó 

 

The ancient art of storytelling brings an appreciation 

of the value and enjoyment of listening, as well as 

highlighting the beauty of our language to engage the 

listener in a tale and the simple fun of a story well 

told.  The students were enthralled with tales of 

horror, humour, wit and fun.  Michael also explored 

the nature and history of stories encouraging the 

students to think about what makes a good story.   

 

Author Visit ñ Calling all Samurais!  

A group of Year 8 students enjoyed an author 

visit like no other at the end of the summer 

term.  Chris Bradford is an expert in no less 

than seven styles of martial arts and writes 

the exciting Young Samurai book series.  

 

Young Samurai is an action -adventure martial 

arts trilogy for readers aged ten plus. The 

first book in the series, The Way of the 
Warrior , was released to great acclaim in 

2008 and the sequels followed quickly on.  

 

Dressed as a Samurai warrior, Chris amazed 

his audience with feats of skill with his razor 

sharp Samurai sword.  He explained the prac-

tice and concentration required by such war-

riors and also showed film extracts of martial 

art demonstrations.  At the end of the ses-

sion he signed books. The students involved 

thoroughly enjoyed the event.  
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Purbeck Trip  

Year 8 students enjoyed a visit to Lulworth 

Cove and Durdle Door with the Science and 

Geography departments.  

 

The weather was lovely and the staff and stu-

dents enjoyed the day.  

 

Year 9 Army Day  

The Year 9 students were involved in an 

army day in September.  

 

They had a brilliant time, taking part in 

team building and problem solving activi-

ties  with their tutor groups.  



The Arnewood School has had another 

record breaking year at GCSE and A 

Level results, with 87% 5+ A* -C at 

GCSE and 98% A*- E at A Level.  

 

A special congratulations to 9 A Level 

students who received A*s, five in 

Maths, three  in Chemistry and one in 

Psychology . 

 

GCSE Results 
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Message from the Finance Office:  

 

Can all cheques handed in to the school please contain the studentõs name on the back 

of it so it is possible to locate which trip they are attending.  


