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The Italian Job
Yet Another Successful Year of the Study
Programme
It is hard to find the words to describe this year abroad…but maybe there is one word that could
explain how I feel: WOW. It has been an amazing experience. Personally I have had a great time
In England and in particular at The Arnewood School. Although in the beginning there were some
difficulties, like with everything new, the experience is totally positive. The atmosphere in the
school in particular, is very positive. The teachers are really helpful, they know how to make you
enjoy the subjects, and therefore the lessons are interesting. You are always motivated to do
more, to try to be the best, to achieve the top and in my opinion this is a good way to keep the
students active. Although the school system is completely different from Italy it is an awesome
experience. Every day you discover something new and this means you cannot get bored! In
addition all the things that you learn in your year abroad will be really useful. First in the following
years of school, like the last year in Italy, and undoubtedly will be useful in your life. In conclusion,
my advice is that if you want to experience something new, I really suggest you to go to The
Arnewood School.
Tommaso Librera
Italian Exchange Student
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Transitioning from
Year 11 to Year 12…
Though many would claim that the transition
from Secondary School to Sixth Form is an
unpleasant one, I would wholeheartedly have to
disagree. I had been told many a time that Sixth
Form would “be the death of me” and that it
would be much harder than I could ever imagine.
Don’t get me wrong, it can be a very intimidating
experience for some students. But it is all down
to one thing – the way in which you manage and
motivate yourself.
The wrong image of Sixth Form can lead to a very
rude awakening the first couple of weeks. The
adjustment from Secondary School to Sixth Form
can be significant if you are not prepared. Time
management is a key skill to have as it will help
you handle your hours between academics and
social life. Make good use of your free periods,
instead of trotting off to Tesco Express every
chance you have. At this stage in your education,
you will be treated like an adult. Therefore, you
will be entirely responsible during this more
independent study period.
Make friends – the last thing you want to do is
distance yourself from people. Forget the drama
you had in years 7-11. In Year 12, you're all in it
together. Support each other and make the most
of your final years! Trust me, it will make the
time much more enjoyable and carefree.
I must emphasise, take advantage of the fact that
you have teachers there to support you and are
willing to do everything they can to help you
along the way. If you don’t understand

something, speak to them. If you don’t speak up,
chances are you’re not going to get very far.
More will be expected of you in Sixth Form,
especially with regards to blossoming in your own
unique way. In previous school years, you were
often expected to behave or perform to a certain
standard. In order to develop as a person, you
must push yourself beyond this standard to
increase your performance in Sixth Form. As a
result, you will realise what impact you can have
on yourself, on others, and on the world around
you, both positive and negative. This can be both
stimulating and daunting.
You may find a subject you like in Sixth Form that
you previously disliked in Secondary School. This
is often because this subject is taught in a new
and more interesting way. But take care in
balancing the subjects in which you choose to
partake in. It is difficult, even if it means
prioritizing your favourite subjects – do what’s
best for you. Remember, you must have a passion
for the subjects you choose, as there is more to a
subject than you may think.
With so many factors to consider, it is your job
to delve into different paths for growth. This will
prepare you for higher learning. Good luck!
Georgina Aindow
Year 12 Student
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Team Building Activities
Being in the Sixth Form is not all work and no play!
In September, Arnewood Sixth Form Year 12 students,
along with Italian exchange students, visited
Hengistbury Head Outdoor Activity Centre to participate
in team-building activities. Activities included: kayaking,
archery, canoeing, rock climbing and raft building,
followed by a BBQ for further bonding time.
On the team building we met the Italians and the new students from other schools, for the
first time, who we befriended almost immediately. Over the past year, we’ve gone on to build
a life-long friendship that cannot be brought to an end via geopolitical barriers and that we
will carry though year 13 and the rest of our lives.
Among the many activities stated above, nothing involved
more teamwork than the raft building. The fact that we
had to communicate and collaborate with the Italians to
put together the raft meant we could place a founding
trust on our friendship. We also now know how to get off
an island, if we were in a perilous situation.

At the end of the day, the main goal of the outing was
to build friendships which by the end of the year was
an effort that payed off due to the number of
memories that we now have. It was a great start to a
great year.
Jacob Rand and Oliver Nock
Year 12 Students
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Life Skills - The Debate
The 2015 UK General Election gave the year 13 and 14 students the opportunity to witness a
debate between two parliamentary candidates for the New Forest West constituency, a civil
servant (former campaign co-ordinator to Nick Clegg) and a sixth form student. Questions
were posed by students on a variety of issues including lowering the voting age and protecting
the environment.
It was a spectacle thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended with the mix of differing political
views offering every student an in depth analysis of where each party stood in terms of policy
and ideology. It is telling that even after the debate concluded, groups of students were still
debating the points made in the common room at break and lunch. As someone who
experienced the debate, I am gutted I won’t be around to see the next one. Hopefully, you
will be.
Jack Davies
Year 14 Student
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Life After Sixth Form…
After completing my A levels at
Arnewood Sixth Form, I decided to
take a year out of education before
going on to study Dentistry at
Queen’s University Belfast, starting
September 2015. For me, this break
from education was ideal. It enabled
me to gain experience from working
full-time as well as giving me the
opportunity to travel to America
and Eastern Europe. Also, spending
3 months
volunteering in
rural Cambodia helped me to
develop many transferable skills
which will no doubt aid my future
career.
Ruth Brimble
Sixth Form Leaver 2013

After leaving the Arnewood Sixth Form in June of 2014 and
subsequently receiving my A-level results in August, I
achieved my first choice of university and gained a place to
study Physical Education with Qualified Teacher Status at the
University of Brighton. I feel that the support I received from
the Arnewood Sixth Form staff was invaluable, especially
with regard to the preparation and assistance given to
students when applying through UCAS, which can be a
confusing or difficult process. The knowledge and experience
of Sixth Form staff means students are given the best
opportunity when applying to Further Education and
prepares
Callum Wood
Sixth Form Leaver 2014

The Arnewood School (C) Copyright (2015) All Rights Reserved

Trips!
Hampton Court Palace
The History department organised an
intriguing trip to Hampton Court Palace. This
gave us history students the chance to
expand and further our knowledge of the
Tudor period as well as the power of Henry
VIII’s top advisor Thomas Wolsey. Personally,
it gave me a greater understanding of this
unit within the course as it was a relatively weak area to start with, yet by the end of the
course I found it to be one of the strongest. The dedication of the history department is
astonishing with educational trips such as this put on each year.
Ski Trips
In the February half term of 2015 we journeyed to Niederau, Austria for a thrilling
week of skiing. After a long, yet entertaining coach journey we arrived at the resort
which was situated at the height of one of the astonishing mountains of the
Salzburg mountain range. Each day had 5 hours of high intensity skiing, and in the
evenings we had Arnewood’s legendary “Merrick Entz” which included bingo,
quizzes and movies. Overall, we can look back on fond memories of being part of
the Arnewood sixth form with the ski trip being a major highlight of our year.
Charlotte Geer and Cathy Gleave
Year 12 Students

Before the school offered me this trip I had
never been skiing before so I was nervous.
On the first day of skiing we were split into
groups, with my group starting on the
nursery slopes. This was really fun and a
great introduction to skiing. On the third
day we were on the blue slopes and by
the end of the trip we’d even completed a
few reds! The whole experience was amazing and the nights spent with the teachers
entertaining us were hilarious but we also had lots of time to relax and chill out in our rooms.
Overall I would definitely recommend this trip and the beautiful views are a huge bonus.
Abi Landa
Year 12 Student
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Work Experience

I went to a company called Curtiss-Wright and they
make components for vehicles and joysticks to go on
wheelchairs. I spent each day with a different
department for example sales and marketing, and the
mechanical engineers in design and quality. Besides
having fun testing the vehicles I also was able to take a
lot from my work experience, it has given me a sense
of direction for a uni course (I'm currently looking at
product design) and I now have a solid understanding
of how a big company that is placed all over the world
including the USA and China can function.
Abi Landa
Year 12 Student

I spent just one week with the lovely people at "It's Your Choice", although I
wish it could've lasted longer! The New Forest based charity spend their time
offering advice, support and guidance to young people struggling with any
personal issue worrying them, varying from substance abuse and sexual
health concerns to issues with housing and money, although there are many
more areas that they cover. The staff and volunteers I was working with put a
lot of effort into finding jobs for me to do which would offer a variety of
opportunities to learn and better understand the important and valuable role
of the charity.
Overall, my time at IYC has was valuable, informative, and of course enjoyable and was spent
with a very friendly and welcoming group of staff and volunteers. For someone who is
considering counselling as a potential career choice, my week spent here has been an
eyeopener to the realities of the responsibilities and varied nature of the role of a counsellor
or youth advisor. I enjoyed my time there so much that I'm currently looking into offering my
time there over the summer and perhaps further into the future.
Cathy Gleave
Year 12 Student
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Work experience at Ashley Baptist Church
was a wonderful week which allowed me to
develop my ability to work with children. I
planned and helped run activities in the
youth groups as well as attending a special
service at Fortune Riding School, all of which
will be valuable experience when I apply to
university. I also acquired a better
understanding of the day to day running of
a church and the efforts that go into
promoting church events.

Rachel Robinson Year 12

For my work experience week I went to
BAE systems in Christchurch. While I was
there I was supporting a systems engineer
working on a project called “TCS-India”
which was essentially a bid. The product
we were engineering was a broadband
system which we were going to sell to the
Indian Military. I found the project really
fun and interesting, spending half the time
in the labs learning how they designed and
tested the system and the other half
meeting new people and looking at how
BAE operates as a company.
Daniel Nock Year 12

For my work experience week, I travelled to
Paris to work with my auntie in a
Therapeutic Art school for both children and
adults. This gave me the opportunity to get
a better understanding of Art and how the
therapy of it works. I arrived on a specific
week where the students worked on
freestyle clay. My role was to help out and
encourage the students to connect with
their creativity and emotions. In some of the
classes, I changed my role to a student to get
a different perspective of this therapy. This
has encouraged me to follow this career
path in the future.

During my week of work experience, I
went to Throop Learning Centre in
Christchurch. It was a school for kids
who can’t be in mainstream schools
because of either health related
issues such as anxiety, anorexia, and
kids with sexual abuse history or
other personal problems. I really
benefited from this experience as it
allowed me to see things from a new
perspective.
Elena Lowe Year 12

Shan Iliffe Year 12
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Year 13 Leavers’ Prom
The year 13 prom was excellent for a number of reasons. Firstly it was the perfect way to part ways with most
of my year group, many of whom I had grown up and matured with over the past 7 years. Secondly, the
occasion itself was fantastic as the hotel was set up very nicely and the food very well prepared, on top of the
fact they met each dietary need perfectly. Finally, as strange as this is, the prom epitomised the relationship
between teacher and student, in the sense that there was a down to earth social quality, allowing us to mix
and have a great laugh. Furthermore, we were treated like adults, as we were throughout sixth form, creating
the perfect atmosphere for a great evening.
Will Bryant
Year 13 Student
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