The Arnewood School

Newsletter

Message from the Head Teacher
Christmas has arrived and the first term is complete. This has
been a busy period and for Y11 especially as they have completed
their mock GCSE exams. Y7 students have thrown themselves
into the Christmas spirit with a visit to Jack and the Beanstalk
in Bournemouth and their Christmas Assembly, this year at our
parish church, Saint Mary Magdalene Milton. Meanwhile the recent
school production needed to be double cast, such was the interest
in performing in School of Rock. It is not often a school is granted
performance rights to a current West End production, but I think
Andrew Lloyd Webber himself would have been happy to see the
magnificent performances and spectacular set!
We are fortunate to have escaped bad weather for most of the
Autumn Term, but I would urge children travelling to school by
foot, on bikes or scooters to be mindful of their safety in dark
conditions. We have had a small number of narrow escapes
reported to us by adults who have seen children crossing the road
without looking and while wearing headphones. I am sure parents
reinforce the messages we give at school about being visible and
road safety aware, particularly during winter.
Sadly, we say farewell to a few colleagues this term, Miss Mann
and Mr McGough have both gained promotions and will be leaving
The New Forest. Mrs Marsh is keen to develop her career teaching
English and has taken a post nearer her home, and Miss Begbie
has decided to take a break from teaching to explore other career
avenues. We also say goodbye to Mrs Payne and Mr Poulter in
Learning Support. I wish them well and offer my thanks for their
dedication to students while at Arnewood.
I hope you have a lovely Christmas with your family and friends.
I look forward to seeing you in the New Year when our major
building project begins. Happy Christmas!
Nigel Pressnell
Head Teacher

Year 7
News

Off to a Great Start
By Miss Vincent, Head of Year 7

Y7 Support Tin Appeal
Y7 spent the first part of this
term collecting tins of food for
the New Forest Basics Bank in
Lymington. They collected a
massive 207 tins, which will be
disributed to families in need
this Christmas. A fantastic
effort - well done!

Contemporary Dance

Hayley Barker from The Forest Arts Centre conducted a
contemporary dance workshop with Y7.
The workshop allowed our students to explore various movements,
concepts and pathways through the art of dance. Many students now
attend a weekly dance session with Hayley to develop on their dance
technique. Well done girls, keep it up!

Trip to the Panto
Review by Bethany Barker

At the beginning of December, Y7s took a trip to the pantomime at the
Pavilion in Bournemouth for what was sure to be a fun-filled afternoon.
The pantomime we were going to watch was Jack and the Beanstalk,
a show my friends and I were very excited to see. For some of us, this
was the first pantomime we had ever seen and an extremely good
one too. It was also a great chance to meet new people and make new
friends from the year group.
The characters were all exceptionally entertaining and put their all into
making an enjoyable performance for us. For me, the best character
had to be Simple Simon because he was very funny and enthusiastic.
I also liked the mum of Jack and Simon, as the costumes that the
character wore were outrageous every time they appeared on stage.
The best bits were when we put on our 3D glasses and entered the
immensely scary forest, which was filled with ghosts, mummies, and
lots of huge, black, hairy spiders. Another great part was when the
actors encouraged the audience to join in; this happened when Simon
appeared on stage and would say “S Club” and the audience would
reply by shouting “Simon!”

At the end of the show, Franklyn and Francesca were invited onto the
stage to play in an imaginary band. Then the audience played a game
where the children on stage performed an action and the audience
had to copy. Whilst on stage, Franklyn and Francesca gained the
combined name of Franchesklyn, which had to be the funniest part of
the afternoon. They also received a goody bag filled with Milkshake
treats for taking part.
Thank you to all of the teachers that helped to make this trip possible.

The New Forest Project Group

A number of Y7 students have been given the opportunity to take
part in several sessions based upon a study of the local area.
The students completed work involving investigating The New
Forest and its inhabitants. Sue Palma, a member of The National
Parks Education Team came in and supervised the sessions.

Girls’ Football Success
The U13 girls’ football team are through
to the quarter-finals after a tough game
against Ringwood School. Arnewood
came out victorious after a 3-2 win
on penalties after extra time. The
team showed outstanding effort and
determination. Well done girls!

Year 8
News

Spreading the Xmas Cheer
By Mr Emecz, Head of Year 8

Raising Money for Phab Kids
Tommy, Jayson, Eowyn and
Jasmine in 8GML have been raising
money for Phab kids, a charity that
supports children and young people
with physical, sensory or learning
disabilities.
Phab provides a challenging and
exciting programme of residential
projects through a range of
activities. The experience of
being away from home and just having great fun together helps the
children build their self-esteem, confidence, independence and learn
new practical, personal and social skills. This, along with some great
memories and new friends, helps them when they are back home.

This Year’s Christmas Number One?
Y8 students have made their own
video to Band Aid’s Do They Know it’s
Christmas? Which premiered at the Y8
Christmas Assembly.
The assembly also included poems,
drama, a quiz with prizes and awards
for tutor groups. We thought about
the true meaning of Christmas and
watched a nativity.
The Band Aid video made a fitting finale to the creative, collaborative
efforts of the year group, and can be viewed on our website under
latest news.

Year 9
News

Ending the Year Champions
By Mr Smailes, Head of Year 9

It has been a busy second half term of the year for Y9. In English,
they have been getting to grips with Romeo and Juliet, whilst in
construction the class have been developing their practical skills.
There have been many positive learning experiences throughout the
school.
There was a significant Y9 involvement in the successful production
of ‘School of Rock’ and it was great to see our students demonstrate
their acting and musical talents.
The newly formed U14 hockey team have started the season with
some significant wins beating Highcliffe 2-0 and Testwood 5-0.
Congratulations to all in the hockey squad. Not to be outdone, the
basketball team have had wins over Twynham 55-35 and Highcliffe
52-12. Again many congratulations to the squad.
Well done also to Daisy Gifford, who took part in her first dressage
competition in Brockenhurst on her horse ‘Socks’ at the weekend and
won!
We now look forward to celebrating the holidays with our families and
friends.
Arnewood v Highcliffe W52-12
Our Y9 Basketball squad made an impressive start to the season with
a 52-12 win against Highcliffe. The team was captained by Romwell
Arcellana, who led by example, controlling play in and around the key.
Romwell’s composure under pressure led to some outstanding baskets.
Offensively we were dominant with Ben Lin soon finding his range and
Dom Cutler making scoring points look easy! Creating some excellent
play was Dylan King who was soon on the scoreboard. Jimmy Cao’s
vision and skill also ensured he added to the scoreboard, whilst Alvin

Geevarghese, Freddie Phelps and Boris Keyahov all out marked their
opposing numbers. In defense, it was Boris and Dom who shone!
Highcliffe’s advances and shots were blocked so professionally amid
shouts of approval from our bench. This was great to see!
Arnewood v Twynham W 55-35
Yet again the boys performed so well as a team against a very strong
Twynham squad. We were even stronger on defense with Dom Cutler,
Boris Keyahov, Freddie Phelps and Dylan king all executing their blocking
with precision timing.
Offensively, we read the game well with Jimmy Cao being instrumental
in creating many quick break opportunities. All players scored multiple
times and it was most impressive to see Ben Lin score two ‘swish’
baskets from the free throw line. Even the Twynham boys looked on in
admiration. It was a pleasure taking these boys out and seeing them
perform so well as a team.
We look forward to the upcoming regional basketball competition in the
new year!

Arnewood Year 9 Squad
Boris Keyahov		
Alvin Geevarghese

Dominic Cutler
Romwell Arcellana

Ben Lin
Dylan King

Freddie Phelps
Jimmy Cao

Year 10

Hard Work Pays Off
By Mr Elward, Head of Year 10

Strictly Isabelle
Congratulations to Isabelle Pound who will be dancing her way to
Blackpool next year after placing 2nd and 3rd in the Ballroom and
Latin Dance Competition earlier this month.
Isabelle travelled to Leeds on 10th December, where she and her
partner competed against 14 other couples in two rounds. She
danced the foxtrot and jive, qualifying for nationals in Blackpool.

1st Class Running
Another fantastic achievement for Sean
Harnett who competed for Hampshire
at the SEAA Southern Inter-Counties,
finishing 1st and 19th in the U15, 4km
Cross Country in Horspath, Oxford.
The next day Sean was up and back to
it for the last Wessex League race at
Braynston School, finishing in 1st place
in another 4km Cross Country Race and
winning the series of four Wessex League
races. Outstanding achievements!

Year 11
News

Learning from Experience
By Mr Byles, Head of Year 11

Our Y11s have had a busy term culminating in the two-week mock exam
period. Students will get their mock exam results in the new year, where
they will be able to collect their results from the hall to replicate what it
will be like in the summer. The students have conducted themselves well
and we look forward to them learning from the experiences in the new
year.
At the same time 15 of the year group have been heavily involved with
the school production of School of Rock, with the main characters of
Dewey and Miss Mullins being Y11 students in both casts. We also had
students on lighting, backstage and in the band to contribute to an
amazing show.

Future in Radio
Jade Ball was given the opportunity to
visit the Bournemouth Hospital radio
station this term, where she made
such a positive impression they offered
Jade the opportunity to volunteer
on the Saturday morning kids show congratulations.

Ballroom Champion
A huge well done to Rebecca
Gladstone, who took part in the
Blackpool National Finals for Ballroom
and Latin this month. Rebecca came
1st in National Ballroom and 4th in
Latin – a great achievement!

Sixth Form
News

Season of Goodwill
By Mrs Reece, Deputy Head of Sixth Form

As we approach the end of a busy term in sixth form, I would like to
take this opportunity to thank the students for their hard work and
commitment to their studies. Also to parents for their continued
support and staff for continuing to go the extra mile.
This half term the sixth form have been involved in a careers fair,
a workshop exploring relationships, first aid course, applying to
university through UCAS and applications for apprenticeships to
name just a few.
If you would like to be part of our highly successful sixth form in
September 2018, then you still have time. The sixth form application
deadline is Friday 12th January 2018. An application form can be
downloaded from the school website, or picked up from your tutor.
Can I take this opportunity to wish you all a restful and very merry
Christmas.
Mr Colman
Head of Sixth Form

Supporting the School Community
As part of the sixth form’s
commitment to the school
community, a number of our
students have engaged themselves
in 1:1 and small group activities
with the lower school. This includes
buddy reading, supporting literacy,
and numeracy with individual
students. The benefits to both
younger students and sixth formers
are invaluable. Our younger students love looking up to their older
peers too and learning is enhanced. Some students are helping
teachers with PE lessons, sport clubs, and tutor time. Well done and
thank you to all of you.

Student Voice
This term we have been collecting
items for New Forest Basics Bank,
organised by the Student Voice.
The New Forest Basics Bank is an
organisation based in Lymington who
distribute food parcels to families in the
local area who need a helping hand.
They started in 2004 and since then
have helped 15,525 people. Sixth Form
filled a trolley full of items, which was
then distributed in three boxes to the
Food Bank. This included items such
as shampoo, tinned vegetables and
biscuits.

‘Life Hacks for lasting relationships’

The title that brought together for the very first time at The Arnewood
School Sixth Form, the opportunity for Y13 to engage in a dialogue with
married couples.
Fifteen guests were welcomed from the Explore Trust, to allow students
the opportunity to speak with a variety of married couples about their
relationships.
Students were encouraged to draw conclusions from these dialogues as
to the moral components and life skills that produce enduring and healthy
relationships, family life, and marriage in today’s society.
The majority of students found the experience to be positive. Students
said, “It gave me a new perspective on relationships.”
“I realised that all relationships are different and what works for some
people doesn’t always work for others.”
This was a great Life Skills session that we hope to do again.

Careers Fair

The annual Careers Fair has become an established event on the sixth
form calendar and this year was no exception. We had a collection of
stands from further education colleges and universities as well as local
employers and apprenticeship schemes.
Students from years 11-14 were able to join in workshops, attend a
series of talks or meet representatives of potential future employers.
These were excellent networking opportunities for students and gave
them a chance to practise talking to people in a professional capacity.
Students loved the freebies too!
We hope that this opportunity has helped our students to discover
more about the different career paths open to them and to consider
work experience options too.

PFA
News
On behalf of the Arnewood Parents and Friends Association
committee, We would like to wish all those parents, carers, school staff
and local companies who have supported us and the school in 2017 a
wonderful holiday and a Happy New Year.
Our last event of 2017 was a fun-filled quiz evening on the 24th
November. We saw more students than ever before taking part, with
Y7 especially well represented. Despite their best attempts, and with
scores very close, the teaching staff this year failed to win the first prize
of a basket of goodies worth over £40. I’m sure they will be back with a
vengence next year.
As well as providing a lot of laughs and enjoyment, the evening raised
over £340, enough for another seating unit for the students.
Overall, including income from the PFA lottery, we raised almost £2000
in 2016/2017 towards seating and other projects, as well as returning
over £1500 in prize money to our lottery supporters.
It has been an honour working with the PFA committe members
and supporters these last two years, as well as teaching and support
staff from the school and all those parents and carers who took an
interest in our activities and projects. I hope that the PFA will be able
to continue representing parents and continually improving the life of
students at the school in 2018.

Sporting Trio
Well done to our sporting trio,
Johnny Varnish in Y7, Maddie
Saunders in Y8 and Sean Harnett in
Y10, who have had huge success so
far in their chosen sports.
Johnny has been selected to play
for Hampshire Rugby. Maddie is U14
National Champion in speed cycling
and Sean Harnett had an outstanding
Summer of Athletics.
Congratulations to all three of our students - what outstanding achievements.

Students ‘Stick it to the Man’

Talented students wowed audiences with their highly anticipated
production of School of Rock the Musical.
With the bar set high from High School Musical back in February,
it was going to be tough to think of something that could outdo it.
Perhaps a performance for a current West End show could do the
trick?
Well, The Arnewood School was in luck…In December 2016,
Andrew Lloyd Webber announced that schools across the UK
could obtain the rights, free of charge, to create and perform their
own production of his latest hit musical.
Students were busy rehearsing High School Musical when Mrs
Watson, Head of Drama, received an email confirming that
Arnewood had been selected to perform School of Rock.
Over 60 students across all years auditioned for the musical,
resulting in a very tough decision and two casts being chosen.
Both Cast Rock and Cast Roll performed for two nights each

during December, where audiences packed out the hall for four
nights of rock music and pyrotechnics. The cast gave it their all,
‘sticking it to the man’ and ‘pledging allegiance to the band.’
The stage musical, which is currently on Broadway and in the
West End, is produced by Andrew Lloyd Webber, and is based on
the hit movie with Jack Black.
The two-hour, two-act musical follows Dewey Finn, a failed,
wannabe rock star who decides to earn an extra bit of cash by
posing as a supply teacher at a prestigious prep school. There he
turns a class of straight-A pupils into a guitar-shredding, bassslapping, mind-blowing rock band.
Arnewood’s Director of School of Rock, Mrs Kirsten Watson, said
that “This has been a truly amazing school production and one
of epic proportions. I’m extremely proud of everyone.”
Many parents and friends of Arnewood have shared their
amazement at how ‘professional’ the production was for a
school production. One parent said, “I went on night two and
three and it was astonishing on both. The commitment of all
participants was a joy to behold and an absolute credit to the
director. It will always be a treasured memory of my daughter’s
time at the school for her and us.”
Now we look forward
to Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory in
February 2018 and
planning our next big
school production. Any
ideas?

Attendance
As you are probably aware the issue of school attendance is a high
priority for The Arnewood School. Analysis of Year 11 results last
year once again demonstrated that there is a very clear link between
attendance and examination performance. Those students with over
98% attendance performed on average 2 grades (or more) better than
those students with 90% attendance or less. This is supported by the
national statistics below. Needless to say these higher qualifications
then go on to improve life chances and opportunities.

The issue of holidays during term time has received a lot of publicity
in the media, and remains something that should be avoided, unless
there are ‘exceptional’ circumstances. However, we are finding that
taking occasional days on a frequent basis is as damaging, if not
more damaging, than taking a week’s holiday. A student taking 1 day
off every two weeks will have an attendance of 90%. This is officially
classified as ‘Persistent Absence’ and as you can see in the graph
above students who fall into this category are half as likely to achieve
5 GCSE A* - C (inc. En & Ma) as those who have 100% attendance.
In order to overcome persistent absence in the school we do need
parental/carer support. Some suggestions to help are:
• Monitor your son/daughter’s attendance through ADDS. Please
contact the school if you no longer have your username and
password to access ADDS from the school website

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Only allow your son/daughter to miss school through illness if you
are sure that it is genuine (and will interfere with their learning)
Please call and leave a message on the attendance line on the day
of absence if your son/daughter is ill
Try to schedule routine appointments (e.g. dentist) outside of
school hours
Liaise with your son/daughter’s Head of Year/Pastoral Support over
any issues or concerns that might be preventing them from coming
to school
Avoid holidays/trips during term time
Please keep Matron and the Head of Year informed of any serious
medical issues which may require a prolonged or frequent absence.
Letters from doctors or hospitals are always helpful in these
situations.
Who to contact?
Automated attendance line to report an absence – 01425 625400
Sixth Form absence can be reported on 01425 625408
ALL ABSENCES NEED TO BE REPORTED BY 9.30AM LATEST.
Year Group Head of Year

Pastoral Support

Year 7

Miss H. Vincent

Mrs S. Snowdon

Year 8

Mr P. Emecz

Mrs R. Buckland

Year 9

Mr S. Smailes

Mrs K. Morris

Year 10

Mr C. Elward

Mrs S. Jennings

Year 11

Mr M. Byles

Mrs D. Knott

Sixth Form

Mr M. Colman

Mrs T. Corp

h.vincent@arnewood.hants.sch.uk
p.emecz@arnewood.hants.sch.uk
s.smailes@arnewood.hants.sch.uk
c.elward@arnewood.hants.sch.uk
m.byles@arnewood.hants.sch.uk
m.colman@arnewood.hants.sch.uk

s.snowdon@arnewood.hants.sch.uk
r.buckland@arnewood.hants.sch.uk
k.morris@arnewood.hants.sch.uk
s.jennings@arnewood.hants.sch.uk
d.knott@arnewood.hants.sch.uk
t.corp@arnewood.hants.sch.uk

Our expectation is for students to achieve at least 97% attendance or
above. As always we are keen to work with parents/carers to ensure
that your children attend school and achieve their full potential.

Dates for Your Diary
22nd December - 3rd January
SCHOOL CLOSED FOR
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
4th January (Thursday)
School re-opens at 0820
9th January (Tuesday)
Y12 Parents’ Evening
10th January (Wednesday)
School Council Meeting
11th January (Thursday)
Y7 Gifted and Talented working
group meeting
15th January (Monday)
Sixth Form mock examinations
17th January (Wednesday)
Sixth Form mock exams end
18th January (Thursday)
Y11 Geography field trip

29th January (Monday)
Y11 Parents’ Evening
31st January (Wednesday)
Y7 New Forest International
Cricket
School Production - Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory
1st February (Thursday)
School Production - Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory
2nd February (Friday)
Get into Teaching Open Morning
School Production - Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory
6th - 15th February (Tuesday Thursday)
Third Reich Visit
7th February (Wednesday)
School Council Meeting

23rd January (Tuesday)
Sixth Form Life Skills P3 & 4

10th - 17th February (Saturday Saturday)
Sixth Form ski trip

24th January (Wednesday)
New Forest U16 hockey
tournament

12th February - 16th February
SCHOOL CLOSED FOR HALF
TERM HOLIDAY

25th January (Thursday)
Y8 Options Evening

