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A great start for the newly formed PSA
We have come a long way since our formation back in July 2019. Setting ourselves a £10,000 
fundraising target to help the school with much needed new IT equipment, we have totally 
smashed that target this year. Combining proceeds from various events, setting up various 
fundraising programmes such as Your School Lottery and Stikins (school label company), plus 
donations from parents, and grant applications to various third parties means we more than 
exceeded our first year target. More details on that inside!

Meet the Team
We are a group of  parents and staff  members who are committed to supporting the school through fundraising 
and offering the students and parent community a variety of  extra curriculum events throughout the school year.

Hi, I’m Sheralee
Coles, busy 
mum of 3
with my eldest,
Oakleigh, 
being in Year 8 
and my other 
two still at 

Hordle Primary. I really wanted 
to get more involved in the 
school when Oakleigh joined 
Arnewood, so when 
the opportunity arose to be 
Joint Chair of the PSA, I dived 
in. Our fledgling year has been 
a whirlwind learning curve 
but rewarding, fun and a great 
success.

Hi, I’m Becky
Robinson.
I’m a mum
to 2 daughters.
My eldest,
Gracie, will
soon be going 
into year 9 at 

Arnewood and my youngest is 
still in primary school. I work 
full time with children so keep 
myself pretty busy. Last year I 
joined the PSA as joint chair, 
it was an enthusiastic and 
successful year. I look forward 
to meeting more parents and 
raising more money to support 
Arnewood this coming year.

I’m Sonia Workman. 
I have my own 
business consultancy, 
am a wellness coach 
and look after the 
PSA’s money as the 
Treasurer. When I’m 
not doing that, you’ll 
find me at the beach.

I’m Kat
Smith. My
daughter
Ellie is in
Year 8, and
my son 
Olly is 
due to 

join Year 7 in September. 
I’m Secretary at the 
PSA, this involves taking 
minutes and arranging our 
meetings. I’ve really
enjoyed meeting other
mums and helping raise
money for the school at
the fundraising events!

Jo Ankers - I have 
been a Committee
Member since the 
PSA was formed
back in May 2019, 
and look after any 
grant applications 
and other 

community fundraising initiatives 
we can take advantage of. In our first 
year, I was the driving force behind 
raising money from third parties 
such as the Lions Club, One Stop 
and Pennyfarthing Homes. I am a 
mum of three children who have
been at Arnewood, two of whom
have recently left the school and
gone onto University, so now I
just have Sam in year 10!

Calling all Arnewood School Parents and staff  - come join us.
 
Due to the restrictions that will be in place, your support will be even more vital. 
The AGM will be held on October 2nd as a zoom meeting. We would love to see 
you there and glean any ideas you may have for fund raising.
Email us on psa@arnewood.hants.sch.uk requesting the zoom link.
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We are 1 year old! And what a great first year it has been!
We started our calendar of fundraising activity with a School Disco for the new Year 7 children back in September. The first 
disco in as long as many of the teachers could remember raising around £150 and 80 children (and many teachers and staff!) 
had a great fun evening. In November we trialled running a Scholastic Book Fair during the School-wide tutor open evening. 
We raised over £500 for the library to purchase new books. Then at Christmas time, we offered a “design a Xmas card/mug” 
programme to the year 7 and 8s – with the cooperation of the Art department. Approx. 50 children joined in on this initiative 
profits were low but we know those who joined in, really enjoyed designing their cards. It was then onto a great success story… 
in February, we trialled another first and ran a bar/refreshments stand at the school production, “Sister Act”. For three nights 
we sold beer, wine, soft drinks, crisps, sweets and ice creams—courtesy of New Forest Ice Creams and managed to raise around 
£650 profit. The provision of refreshments was gratefully received by all those attending—many who had been to the previous 
productions and said it helped make a memorable evening even more memorable! Wahoo!!! Success.

During all of this activity, in the background , Committee member Jo Ankers, was busy approaching local companies, charitable 
organisations and anyone else that would consider giving us money! We were asking companies to “sponsor” a computer and 
therefore give us a donation of £500. The Lions Club of New Milton were our first success (pictured on the first page) – they 
kindly donated £500 back in October. This was quickly followed up by a £1000 donation from One Stop Carriers for Causes and 
another £500 from Pennyfarthing Homes.

Then late in the year, we received some truly amazing and unbelievable news. A local charitable trust associated with a large 
employer in the area, having received the letter request for a £500 computer sponsorship, asked us to go and meet with them 
to talk about what the school needed. Long story short – they agreed to donate enough money (around £70,000) to replace 
equipment for 9 of the computer rooms. This completely smashed our £10,000 target to refurbish one of the Computer Suites!

So all in all, the PSA in its first year of infancy, all told, managed to raise an amazing £77,000!!!

WHAT’S NEXT?
The amazing success of  2019/20 is going to be hard to repeat moving forwards, particularly in light of  the restricted social activity 
we are going to be experiencing. It is very doubtful there will be any after school activity/encouragement of  large gatherings of  
people for quite some time. Therefore we are going to have to relook at the way we raise funds moving forwards and programmes 
like My School Lottery & Stikins are excellent as they work remotely, so we would urge anyone who hasn’t signed up, to please take 
a look and consider supporting the following programmes. 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/    https://www.arnewood.hants.sch.uk/parents/school-life/uniform/

Our target for this coming year 2020/2021 is again £10,000, and following consultation with the school, student and parent 
feedback, this year the money will be put towards refurbishing the toilets in the main building. This is something that will benefit all 
the children, and many when asked, do complain about them, so it seems a worthwhile cause.

We are also hoping to get into the Tesco’s Bags of  Help instore community programme, following our original application from 
last September which was delayed due to internal programme changes and then COVID-19. This may well also then help fund 
additional computer equipment. As fundraising is going to have to take on a new guise, if  any of  you have any new ideas on how 
we can raise money, we would love to hear from you! Please email psa@arnewood.hants.sch.uk
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