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LEAVING SCHOOL: POST 16 DESTINATIONS 

Raising the participation age in England means that, whatever your child’s next step, 
some form of study or training is compulsory until at least the age of 18.

Options:

▪Academic Qualifications 

(A Levels; BTEC; Cambridge Technical) 

▪Apprenticeships and traineeships



HAVING A PLAN B

Entry requirement for Arnewood Sixth is 5 x Grade 5’s and above.  

(Mathematics; Sciences; Computer Science; MFL – Grade 6 and above)

Important to stress we will always have a conversation with you in the 
summer if results don’t go as you expect.

Having a plan B is piece of mind.

Careers Advisor: Melanie Bennett (m.bennett@arnewood.hants.sch.uk )

mailto:m.bennett@arnewood.hants.sch.uk


VOCATIONAL ROUTES AFTER GCSE

Vocational qualifications BTEC apprenticeship Other options

Qualification type National Vocational 

Qualifications (NVQs); 

City and Guilds; 

Advanced Level 3 

(equivalent to x2 A 

levels)

Traineeship, volunteer 

(with training), internship 

Type 

Type of learning Dependent on the 

qualification, most contain 

practical on the job training

Work based including 

off-site learning

Work based

Qualifications 

needed to sign up

x5 GCSE passes Depends on employer, 

some require at least 3 

GCSEs

None

Subject choices Range of vocational subjects Range of vocational 

subjects, driven by the 

job offered

Range of vocational 

subjects, driven by the 

job offered

Commitment 2 years (level 3) 1-2 years 6 weeks – 6 months



APPRENTICESHIPS

What is an apprenticeship?

An apprenticeship is an actual 
job with training which allows 
young workers to earn while 
they learn, whilst gaining a 
nationally recognised 
qualification. 

https://arnewood.fireflycloud.net/year-11-sixth-form-transition/post-16---advice-for-parents


Apprenticeships have equivalent educational levels:

• Intermediate - Level 2 - equivalent to 5 GCSE passes at grades A*-C or 9-4

•Advanced - Level 3 - equivalent to 2 A level passes

•Higher - Levels 4, 5, 6 and 7 - equivalent to a foundation degree or above

•Degree - Levels 6 and 7 - equivalent to a Bachelor’s or Master’s degree.



https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-apprenticeships


TRAINEESHIPS

What is a traineeship?

A traineeship is an education and training 
programme with work experience that 
prepares young people for work or an 
apprenticeship.

There are 5 local Traineeships being 
offered locally

https://www.gov.uk/find-traineeship

https://www.gov.uk/find-traineeship


TRANSITIONING TO ARNEWOOD SIXTH

•Be prepared

•Taking responsibility

•Managing independent learning



https://arnewood.fireflycloud.net/year-11-sixth-form-transition/subject-transition-material


https://arnewood.fireflycloud.net/year-11-sixth-form-transition/tutorial-programme


Password: netsixth11

https://vimeo.com/showcase/7013773


VIRTUAL WORK EXPERIENCE 

What is virtual work experience? 

Virtual work experience, also referred to as 
online, remote or digital, provides young people 
with the opportunity to gain experience in the 
workplace, develop 

What are the benefits?

• Think global! 

• It’s free

• Future proof and uses transferable skills

•Knowing what’s right (or what isn’t) 



SUPPORTING YOU

https://arnewood.fireflycloud.net/year-11-sixth-form-transition/post-16---advice-for-parents

https://arnewood.fireflycloud.net/year-11-sixth-form-transition/post-16---advice-for-parents
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