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From August 23rd to August 27th, The Arnewood School hosted a Summer School 
Programme designed around the theme of ‘survival.’ Twenty-eight students from our 
feeder schools, including: New Milton Junior School, Ashley Junior School, Milford-on-
Sea Primary School, Hordle CE (VA) Primary School and Tiptoe Primary School were 
among our special guests for the week. The students were recommended to the 
programme to enable their transition into secondary education as well as to improve 
skills which were hindered by the pandemic. Students were involved in a range of 
team building activities allowing them to build their communication skills and strategic 
thinking. More importantly, group activities enabled the students to build resilience 
and friendships that have lasted into the Autumn Term here at Arnewood.  

 

The Arnewood School received £8029.55 from the Department for Education to fund 
the Summer School Programme. The funding enabled the students to enjoy a range 
of internal and external experiences. For example, students enjoyed two external trips; 
first to Bush craft and one to the New Forest Activity Centre. These trips propelled the 
students out of their comfort zones as they had to ignite their survival skills by building 
dens, making fires and navigating a path blindfolded. Furthermore, students enjoyed 
workshop lessons with our exceptional specialised members of staff. These lessons 
ranged from English to Ceramics. In addition to this, students were given a mental 
well-being workshop from New Milton Town Council which was incredibly successful. 
One student said: 

 

“I did not think that this would have been useful for me to come to but I was wrong. I 
got a huge amount from it. Thank you!” 

 

Moreover, the students had visits from external agencies that ran activities for them 
on site. For example, Leisure King Ltd provided a ‘table top’ game experience. This 
experience pushed the students to work together, deciphering clues in order to figure 
out the identity of the ‘mole’ in MI6. Notably, Mike, a wonderful story-teller, visited to 
provide a story telling experience with his magical array of props.  
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By the end of the week, students were noticeably happier and more confident. 
Students completed a questionnaire at the beginning of the programme and were 
given the same questionnaire at the end of the programme, the results of which were 
staggering: 

• 69% felt less nervous about starting the Arnewood School by the end of the 
week, 

• 88% stated that they felt more prepared for their Arnewood journey, 
• 73% were less worried about making new friends, and 
• 62% stated that they were more likely to try again after making a mistake.  

 

This data indicates that students significantly benefitted from the programme 
provided. The programme aimed to increase student resilience and independence 
as well as alleviate anxiety. It was an incredible week filled with new experiences, 
friendships and a mutual understanding of the importance in never giving up.  

 

Above: The end of the first day of Summer School. Students at Bush-craft around the 
camp fire! 
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 Above: The final piece of ceramic tile- each student created a tile of something 
that would help them survive their first term at Arnewood. 

 

 

 

Left: Students at the 
New Forest Activity 
centre for their day of 
‘Battle-zone’ 
experience.  

 

 


